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Teacher’s notes 

Differentiating activities to 
support and challenge learners 
 

Summary 
 
Language level A2 or any level if creating own materials 

 

Age Secondary, adult or any age if creating own materials 

 

Length of lesson 45 minutes, plus preparation time if creating own materials 

 

Materials 

 

- PCs or mobile devices for the teacher and all 

learners/groups of learners 

- Internet access 

- Quizlet account at www.quizlet.com 

- Projector or IWB (Interactive Whiteboard) if you wish to 

display content to the whole class  

- Student’s handout – Woodland School of English 

 

Language objectives 

Vocabulary: 

 Core: all learners will be able to recognise the vocabulary of school facilities and 
understand the items when they are used in context. 

 Core+: most learners will be able to recognise the vocabulary of school facilities 
and use the items correctly in the appropriate context. 

 Challenge: some learners will be able to distinguish between the vocabulary of 

school facilities and distractors, and use the target language flexibly in the 

appropriate context. 

http://www.digitalteacher.com/
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Rationale 
This lesson will introduce learners to the vocabulary of English school facilities. They 

will encounter the vocabulary in a short reading text and focus on meaning prior to 

reading for detail. The lesson will conclude with the learners using the vocabulary to 

discuss a language school of their own design in order to practise vocabulary. 

You’ll also find a simple procedure at the end of this lesson plan to help you create a 

similar lesson for a text to suit your learners. 

Preparation  
Familiarise yourself with the Student’s handout and the following Quizlets: 

 English School (Core)  

https://quizlet.com/381284741/english-school-core-with-images-flash-cards/  

 English School (Core+)  

https://quizlet.com/381284668/english-school-core-with-images-flash-cards/  

 English School (Challenge)  

https://quizlet.com/381284776/english-school-challenge-flash-cards/  

You can either share the link for each Quizlet with your learners, or you can create a 

class and share Quizlets with the class. If you’d like to create a class, help is available 

here: https://quizlet.com/en-gb/help/2444139/create-a-class  

Procedure  
1. Topic: introduce the topic by asking if any of the learners have ever studied abroad. 

With any learners that have, ask them a little about the experience. For example, 
where did they go? Did they enjoy it? What was the school like? 
 

2. Lead-in: write the following cities on the board and elicit which countries they are in: 
London, Dublin, Sydney, Cape Town and Toronto. 

 
3. Ask the learners to imagine that they are going to study English abroad in one of 

these cities. Tell them to get into pairs and rank the cities from 1 (their first choice) to 
5 (their last choice). 

 
4. Give out Student’s handout – Woodland School of English and ask the learners to 

read the text quite quickly, without worrying about the vocabulary, and to answer 
Question 1. 
 

  

http://www.digitalteacher.com/
https://quizlet.com/381284741/english-school-core-with-images-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/381284668/english-school-core-with-images-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/381284776/english-school-challenge-flash-cards/
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5. After the learners have read the text and answered the question, give them a minute 

to check their answer with their partner. Run whole class feedback. 

Answer: 
The students come ‘from all over the world’. 

 

 
6. Use the Core+ Quizlet https://quizlet.com/381284668/english-school-core-with-

images-flash-cards/ to introduce essential vocabulary for the next reading task. 
 

7. Open the Quizlet. 
 
8. Select Flashcards. 
 
Go through the flashcards with the class. Either show each word and ask learners for a 
definition or example, or show each definition and ask learners for the words. You can 
also say or play the audio on the flashcard for each new word and ask learners to 
repeat. 
 
9. When learners are ready, direct them to the vocabulary practice activities: 
 

 Use the Core+ set as standard:  
https://quizlet.com/381284668/english-school-core-with-images-flash-cards/ 

 Use the Core set with any learners that struggled when you introduced the 
vocabulary:  
https://quizlet.com/381284741/english-school-core-with-images-flash-cards/ 

 Use the Challenge set with any learners that coped easily when you introduced 
the vocabulary:  
https://quizlet.com/381284776/english-school-challenge-flash-cards/ 

 
10. Put the learners back into pairs and ask them to complete Question 2 on the 

handout: responding true or false to the statements a–e.  
 

11. Encourage each pair of learners to check with another pair and to double-check any 
answers that they disagree on. Then, run whole class feedback. 

Answers: 
a. True 

b. False: the teachers are experienced. 

c. True 

d. False: there are computers and tablets in the self-study centre. 

e. True 

 

 
  

http://www.digitalteacher.com/
https://quizlet.com/381284668/english-school-core-with-images-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/381284668/english-school-core-with-images-flash-cards/
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https://quizlet.com/381284741/english-school-core-with-images-flash-cards/
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12. Put the learners into small groups and ask them to complete Question 3: writing one 

word from the text into each gap in a–g. 

Answers: 
a. location 

b. qualified 

c. fees 

d. tuition 

e. flexible 

f. library 

g. cafeteria 

 

 
13. Ask the learners to stay in their groups from the previous activity. Tell them that they 

are going to design an advert for their own language school. The advert must 
answer all of the questions from the previous activity. 
 

Extra 
Use the Quizlet sets from the lesson to play Quizlet Live. This is a game which 

encourages learners to work together: they are all given the prompt or question, but 

they must work together to figure out who on their team has the correct answer on their 

device. This is a great way to use teamwork to support lower levels and challenge 

higher levels without stronger learners controlling the activity.  

Choose a set to play with the whole class and select the Live option. Learners all sign in 

with a code and Quizlet puts them into teams. Find out how to set up the game here: 

https://quizlet.com/en-gb/help/2444125/how-to-use-quizlet-live. 

 

  

http://www.digitalteacher.com/
https://quizlet.com/en-gb/help/2444125/how-to-use-quizlet-live
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Create your own differentiated 

activities for a reading lesson  

Lesson objectives  
Skills objectives – these will depend on the activity you create 

For vocabulary related to the text: 

 Core: all learners will be able to [essential target competency] [essential target 

language]  

 Core+: most learners will be able to [full target competency] [full target language]  

 Challenge: some learners will be able to [additional language and/or 

competency] 

Preparation 
1. Choose a reading or listening text for your class. If it already has some questions for 

gist and detail, you can use them, or you can create some questions yourself. 

2. Create a Quizlet to focus on meaning of that language. This is your Core+ set. 

a. Identify any language that you think your learners will need to know in order to 

complete the reading tasks. This will usually be around eight items. 

b. Log into Quizlet and open a new set. 

c. Add each new item. 

d. Add a definition in English for each new item. 

e. Add an image for each definition if desirable. 

3. Now amend the Core+ set to create differentiated sets: Core to support lower-level 

learners and Challenge for higher-level/quicker learners.  

a. Open the Core+ set. 

b. Select Customise. 

c. Rename the Quizlet as Core or Challenge. 

http://www.digitalteacher.com/
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d. Adapt the content to suit your learners. 

Procedure 
1. Introduce topic and run a ‘lead-in’ activity to create interest, prepare the students, 

and personalise the content. 

2. Set a clear gist task for the learners to get the general idea of the text, help them 

focus, improve their comprehension and boost confidence. 

3. Run feedback and clear up any misunderstandings. 

4. Introduce Core+ vocabulary. 

5. Run the digital activities that you prepared: 

 Use the Core+ Quizlet as standard. 

 Use the Core Quizlet with any learners that struggled when you introduced the 

vocabulary. 

 Use the Challenge Quizlet with any learners that coped easily when you 

introduced the vocabulary. 

6. Set a detail task for the learners to read/listen in-depth and find important 

information in the text. 

7. Run a post-reading/listening task that allows the learners to use new vocabulary, 

personalise the content, and practise their speaking/writing skills. 

 

Extra 

Choose one of your sets and play Quizlet Live as a team game with the whole class. 

 

http://www.digitalteacher.com/

